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The current Na-
tionwide Threat 
Level Remains:   

Yellow-Elevated: 
There is a sig-
nificant Risk of  

Terrorist  
Attacks 

Target – outside of the Galesburg NTB dispatch office 
area 

Monday 8/25 – 0800-1500 
 
Tipp City – at NATI  

Monday 8/25 1700-2359 
Tuesday 8/26 0800-1600 

 
Newport – at Meijer bullpen  
            Wednesday 8/27 0800-1700 
 
Lansing – at NALT  
            Thursday 8/28 0500-1400 
 
Grand Rapids – at NAGR – at the terminal  
            Friday 8/29 0800-1600 
 
We will have breakfast sandwiches in the morning, and 
hot dogs and burgers throughout the day.  Looking for-
ward to seeing everyone! 
 
Thanks,  Dave 

Driver Appreciation Week 
August 25th—29th 

Drivers, It has been re-
ported by drivers that 
the weights on QSCI 
loads, Quaker Service 
Center in Indianapolis, 
IN, are sometimes not 
accurate.  On a recent 
load, the driver’s bills 
showed 29,670 lbs but 
after he weighed it, it 
was over 40,000 lbs.  
Please don’t put your-
selves in an 
overweight sce-
nario—scale 
your load ! 

UPDATE:  105 Days to a New You  
Below are the standings since the beginning of the contest for 1st place in each category. 
  
Fitness Geeks Category:            Walk to Lose Wei ght Category:           Driver Category : 
 Ebony & Ivory                                      Flab-U-Less-Four                             No Name                            
Andrea Ely                                            Joe Dukesherer                                  Rick Adas     
Chris Schomberg                                  Cheryl Thompson                               Steve DeBolt 
Dell Finney                                            Cathy Pierce                                      Gary Ward 
Jonathan McWilliams                            Christy Heyboer                                 Dave Taylor  
  
Total Team Miles: 840.19             Total Team Weight Loss: 52.2                Total Team Miles: 311.55 

See Page 4 for upcom-
ing CONSTRUC-
TION on US131 in 
Schoolcraft, MI. 
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Anniversary Dates: 

Date 
08-03 
08-06 
08-06 
08-09 
08-09 
08-12 
08-13 

Yrs 
2 
1 
1 
6 
6 
2 
4 

Name 
Donald Miller 
Kevin Kleinhenz 
Richard McComas 
James Lundquist 
David Holt 
Keven Pierce 
Dennis Taulbee 
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Gaertner & Olsen were nominated for this 
Award by Jason Mayville, Driver Relations. 

Timeless Truth 
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NTB WELCOMES THE  
FOLLOWING  

NEW DRIVERS: 
 

Benjamin Beute—NAGR 
Cory Hawkins—NATI 
Frank Johnson—NALT 

John McDonald—
NAWA 

George Plessinger—
NAMI 

Dean Turner—NALT 
Louis Van Essendelft—

NAGR 
Shawna Weihe—NAWA 
Kenny Young—NAFW 

 
CONGRATULATIONS  
AND WELCOME TO 
THE NTB FAMILY! 

2 
The Lord himself 
goes before you and 
will be with you; he 
will never leave you 
nor forsake you.  Do 
not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:8 
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Leo Bryson 
Lawrence Cash 

Todd Fay 
Steve DeBolt 

Todd Fay 
Gary Holland 

Tom McKenzie 
Richard McClemore 

Russ Phillips 
Keven Pierce 
George Self 

Leslie Teague 
Norm Vernon 
Matt Webb 

Sattar Zaripov 

Please keep the follow-
ing employees in your 
thoughts and prayers as 
they deal with personal 
or family health issues 
or the loss of family or 
friends: 

The next HUB—We’d 
like to publish interest-
ing sights, sounds, or 
events you encounter while 
on the road.  Check your ter-
minal for a blank form  to 
write your interesting fact(s) 
on and send to Cheryl in 
Grand Rapids.  Please, keep 
your submissions rated “G” 
for all to view.  Thanks to 
Fuel Desk Debbi for this 
HUB Article Idea! 

Congratulations to 
Marge Mitz, NAGR 
Business Office on her recent 
engagement to be married.  

Where do you Shower? 
Being on the road for 10+ hours per day and 
away from home can be a real problem 
when it comes to personal hygiene.  Finding 
a clean place to shower for FREE can be dif-
ficult.  
 
Did you know… All three terminals—Grand Rapids, Tipp 
City and Lansing, have FREE showers available for drivers?  
We provide FREE towels for driver’s showers also—but they 
must remain at the terminal and be placed in the laundry 
hamper when you are done with your shower.   
 
Many of NTB’s veteran drivers have their favorite place to 
stop for a shower.  Why not share the name and location of 
your favorite FREE shower with new drivers who are not 
familiar with areas they may be in?  At each terminal, you 
will find a postcard for your favorite Free shower location.  
When you get a chance, fill out a form and we’ll print Favor-
ite FREE Shower Locations by state OR route in the HUB.   
 
As in the past, we’re still looking for Good Places to Eat on 
the Road.  If you have encountered a new eating place or one 
with exceptional food, send me a postcard, menu or business 
card and make sure to indicate what’s good on the menu!    
 
Thanks to Kurt Koster for this HUB article idea! 

 

The Halfway  Restaurant.  Between 
Greenville and Rockford, MI on 
M57.  Good homemade food and 
bakery, daily specials, reasonable 
prices.  Truck parking.  

Enrich your personal life with a pet…  Did you know 
that pets can decrease your blood pressure, cholesterol 
levels, triglyceride levels and feelings of loneliness?  
Other good news:  Pets can increase your opportunities 
for exercise, outdoor activities and socialization. 



REEFER FUELING AT NEWPORT MARATHON (SAM’S) 
 
There is a real issue with Reefer fuel being recorded as Tractor fuel at this one station. My under-
standing is that under their new management our drivers are having to go in and physically inform the 
clerk that they are fueling a reefer (this stop is a Reefer Only stop to begin with) . The majority of 
these fuelings though are being recorded as fuel going into the Tractor. As taxes are paid on Tractor 
fuel and not on Reefer fuel, it is very important that you check your receipt upon fueling at this loca-
tion to make sure it is listed as Reefer. If it is incorrect and the station will not correct it, please write a 
note on the fuel receipt as to the error so I may correct it.  If you have a moment, you could call into 
dispatch and have them transfer you to ext #1101 and leave me a message on the correction so I 
can correct before I see the fuel receipt.  
Thanks, Debbi—Fuel Desk 
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Walt Van Rees 
 
As most of you already know, Walt’s dear wife, 
Patty, passed away recently.  Walt and his family are 
doing well and are treasuring the memories as they 
deal with the reality of their loss. 
 
Many have asked if they can send a card and make a 
monetary donation to assist Walt and his family with 
the daily cares at this time.   In the past, NTB and 
Ada Bible Church have handled the contributions on 
behalf of those in need, but because of current IRS 
rules, we are no longer able to do that.  Walt has 
asked that fellow drivers and employees who have 
expressed a desire to help in this opportunity to pro-
vide care be directed to NTB Human Resources.  HR 
will gladly provide contact information so your care 
items and contributions can be sent directly to Walt 
and his family. 
 
Walt and the Van Rees family have also asked us to 
let everyone know how much they have appreciated 
the outpouring of love from their NTB family.  

Aaron Hatch, a Newport domiciled 
driver, is inviting anyone interested to 
join him at the annual Todd “Mikey” 
Hatch Memorial BBQ chicken dinner 
on August 16, in Elmore, OH.  This is held in 
remembrance of his nephew who lost his life in 
a tragic car accident.  The Hatch family have 
this event to help raise awareness and money 
for simulators to teach young adults what to do 
when they lose control of their car.  If you 
would like more information, please contact 
Aaron Hatch, in truck 1187. 

Congratulations to NAGR Dis-
patcher, Ike Mantle and his daugh-
ter, Rachael, on her recent gradua-
tion from Phoenix University in 
Grand Rapids on attaining her 
Master’s Degree in Psychology.    

 

Save Money While you Stay Cool 
 
Air conditioning, whether it’s central air or a portable unit, 
can be one of your home’s biggest energy guzzlers.  These 
tips can help you save money on summer energy bills: 
¨ Keep your thermostat at a constant temperature.  Ex-

perts recommend 78 degrees F.  Each degree lower than 
that increases costs by 6%. 

¨ Avoid placing lamps, televisions, computers and other 
heat-generating appliances by the thermostat.  Your 
air conditioner can mistake the nearby heat increase for 
the temperature of your entire house. 

¨ Use fans instead of air conditioners in well-ventilated 
areas.  Fans use 70% to 90% less electricity.  Using the 
furnace fan on forced air central heating systems is an-
other way to circulate air. 

¨ Close blinds, drapes and shades on the western and 
southern-facing walls during the day. 

¨ Turn off lights, televisions, computers and other non-
essential appliances when they’re not being used.  Plant 
shade trees around your house to reduce the heat of the 
sun, especially on the west and south sides. 

¨ Replace the filter monthly during cooling season and 
have your system serviced regularly. 

¨ Use light-colored shingles when putting on a new roof. 



Events - Michigan, 
Indiana, Ohio 
Michigan: 
Coast Guard Festival, 
Grand Haven, July 25 thru 
August 3 
www.ghcgfest.org.  5K & 
10K road race, street dance, 
nightly entertainment, water 
ski show, Parade & fire-
works. 
 
Grand Haven Heirloom 
Tomato Festival, Septem-
ber 5 & 6th  Music, food 
and fun for everyone! Come 
to downtown Grand Haven 
to taste wines and food from 
local farmers. There will be 
jazz music, cook offs and of 
course tasty dishes featuring 
the Heirloom Tomato 
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US-131 Road Closures  
(Schoolcraft, MI) 

Starting Wednesday, July 30, there will be 
one lane of traffic open in each direction 
on US-131 from south of the village of 
Schoolcraft to South Street, and from Ly-
ons Street to U Avenue.   (That would be 
from south of the village to just before the 
RR crossing and then from the north side 
of the village to the traffic light up by 
Shaver Road) 
 
In addition to the road improvements, 
MDOT will work with Grand Trunk Rail-
road to replace the railroad crossing at the 
south village limits of Schoolcraft. 
 
From August 18 to 28, US-131 at the 
railroad tracks will be  closed and de-
toured. The detour follows XY Avenue, 
14th Street, and Eliza Street (W Avenue).  
You will be routed southbound at the last 
traffic light in Schoolcraft, east to 14th 
street, south on 14th to XY and then west to 
US-131.  Going northbound, you will be routed east on XY to 14th , north to 
Eliza and then west to US-131. 
 
Work is scheduled to be completed in September. 
 
****CAUTION****These detour routes are extremely da ngerous!  The 
roads are narrow and the turns, especially the southbound turns (right 
turns) are extremely tight.  In addition, there are three (3) railroad cross-
ings without  crossing bars.  Please use caution.  We are looking for alter-
nate detour routing.  We have contacted MDOT to see if they would keep 
1 lane across the tracks open but they will not.  If you do not have to 
travel US-131 in that area, please do not do so.  We will publish alternate 
routing when that has been determined. 


