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The current Nation-
wide Threat Level 
Remains:  Yellow-

Elevated: There is a 
significant Risk of  
Terrorist  Attacks 1 

3 

Jim 

Lester Eastwood 
Doug Erbaugh 
James McFarland 
John Siebert 
Dave Krout 
Bill Tuck 
Ryan Spurlock 
David Lauer 
Jim Lundquist 
Mark Garvey 
Sean Williams 
Walter Van Rees 

March Birthdays 

3-1 
3-2 
3-8 
3-8 
3-12 
3-14 
3-16 
3-21 
3-21 
3-21 
3-29 
3-31 
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DRIVER SAFETY MEETINGS 

 
During the next few weeks, NTB Safety will be conducting driver Safety Meetings at Grand Rap-
ids, Lansing, Tipp City, Galesburg and Newport.  These Safety Meetings are mandatory for all 
drivers without exception.  If you are under dispatch, you must make arrangements with Safety to 
make up the meeting.  The agenda for the meetings is as follows: 
 
    Driver Awards 
    Review of SafeStats 
    Proper Equipment Inspection Procedures 
 
The following is a schedule of the times and locations of the meetings.  You may attend a meeting 
at any location with the exception of Galesburg which is limited to Target drivers only. 
 
 March 16, 2009    March 30, 2009 
 14:00 to 16:00    14:00 to 16:00 
 Lansing Terminal   Tipp City Terminal  
 Training Room upstairs   Driver Lounge 
 
 March 23, 2009    April 6, 2009 
 08:00 to 10:00    14:00 to 16:00 
 Galesburg    Holiday Inn Express 
 Target DC Conference Room  1225 N. Dixie Hwy 
      Monroe, MI 
    March 23, 2009 
    14:00 to 16:00 
    Grand Rapids Terminal 
    Lunch Room 

S P E E D  
 
Congratulations!  The overall speed of our fleet has decreased and we are seeing fewer speeding violations show up on our SafeStat re-
ports.  For those of you who have made a conscious effort to slow down, your efforts are paying off and are much appreciated. 
 
As we receive reports of our trucks that are speeding, we note who the violators are and where the “hot spots” may be.  Habitual violators 
are being contacted by our Safety Department on a regular basis and are shown the error of their ways. 
 
As a form of warning to all drivers please note the following: 
 
1. Truck speed in Ohio is 55 MPH except on the Ohio Turn Pike. 
Truck speed in Illinois is 55 MPH, no faster.   
 
We constantly get notices of our trucks traveling at 65 MPH through these states. 
 
3. I-465 going around Indianapolis is posted at 55 MPH, make sure you come down from 65 to the posted speed. 
4. I-70 and I-65 in downtown Indianapolis is posted at 50 MPH around the junction.  We receive notices every day about our trucks 
speeding though that area. 
5. US 131 between 28th Street through just past I-96 in Grand Rapids, is posted at 55 MPH. 
84th Street around Byron Center is posted at 40 MPH. 
 
Please watch these areas as you are being watched and reported to our Safety Department. 
 
Please also note that with the downturn of the economy, law enforcement groups are being forced to write more speeding tickets to gen-
erate revenue and are being less tolerant of speed violations.  It is being reported that the Michigan State Police under direction of the 
governor will be writing tickets for as little as 5 miles over the posted speed.  Don’t take a chance.  Slow Down.  Drive the posted speeds. 



 
Anniversary Dates: 

Date 
3-12 
3-12 
3-19 
3-19 
3-20 
3-20 
3-22 
3-22 
3-24 
3-25 

Yrs 
3 
2 
10 
5 
24 
5 
7 
3 
3 
2 

Name 
Bernard Oostema 
Chris McGee 
Sean Williams 
Gerion Hughey 
Dean Southcott 
Isaac Anderson 
Delbert Potts 
Marc Toma 
Steve Suppa 
John Ernst 
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Shaun was nominated for this Award by Jason Mayville, Driver 
Relations. 
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Robert Allen 
Leo Bryson 

Mark Garvey 
Stephen Hale 

Edna Holdridge 
Gary Holland 

Fred Holzwarth 
Paul Kassin 

Darlene Lewis 
Ike Mantle 

Richard McLemore 
Kyle Miller 
John Nichols 
Emery Phipps 
George Self 

Norm Vernon 

Please keep the following em-
ployees in your thoughts and 
prayers as they deal with per-
sonal or family health issues 
or the loss of family or friends: 

Timeless Truth 

Month of March 
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NTB game for 
March—NCAA March 
Madness contest! Entry 

forms at all terminals . 

The liberal soul 
shall be made fat: 
and he that watereth shall 
be watered also himself. 
Proverbs 11:25 

Service Watch  
Customers for  

March  are: 
 

Meijer Store #247  and   
Inbound Ice Mountain  

shippers—WETH & UCKA  
 

For the next 30 days, we need 
to focus on providing a higher 

level of service to these  
customers. 

Bargain Corner 

Free—to a good home!  …  Gary 
found a new home for his dog!  Ad-
vertise in the HUB—it works and it’s 
free! 

Month of April…  
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A few things to remember with the Spring Time Change:  
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2. Check any household Fire Extinguishers to see if they are 
still holding their charge. 
3. Change batteries in any flashlights you have and keep spare bat-
teries on hand.  

4. If you have an emergency container with items like water, canned 
food, candles, etc……change out any food items and water and 
restock. Store within easy access in case you have to leave 
fast.  Update any emergency information or changes in any poli-
cies and keep copies in a sealed plastic bag in your emergency 
container. 
5. With the warmer weather, re-check the air in your tires.  
6. Play “ DODGE THE POTHOLES” !!!!! 

Words of the Month... 
 
Can you match these Irish-derived words with their 
meanings? 
1. brogue                      A. a young girl 
2. smithereens  B. an Irish accent 
3. colleen  C. a large number 
4. slew   D. to lament 
5. keen   E. small fragments 
 
 
 

ANSWER KEY  1B; 2E; 3A; 4C; 5D 



NTB RIDER PROGRAM 
 
 
NTB’s Rider Program for 2009 will begin on March 15 and will remain in effect until October 31.  Please review 
the rules of the Rider Program in your Driver Manuals, under the Safety Section.  This year, the cost for Rider In-
surance will be $20.00 per month that you have a rider.  Authorization forms are available at Driver Relations. 
 
This is a time when many of our drivers choose to take nieces, nephews, grand children or even siblings who may 
be minors.  Listed below are some helpful tips if you will be taking minors for whom you are not legal guardians. 
 
1. Secure authorization from the parents or guardians to have their child treated in an emergency as needed during 
the period of time the minor will be with you.  This authorization should be signed and dated by the parents or 
guardians. 
2. Secure a list of medications, etc. that the minor may have an allergic reaction to. 
3. If the family has a medical plan, get the Plan Name, Group ID and other necessary information. 
4. Date of Birth for your minor rider. 
5. Emergency numbers to reach parents or guardians. 
 
You will probably never need this information but it is better to have it and not need it than to need it and not have 
it. 
 
Happy and Safe Traveling!  

Please do your part….. 
 
Drivers, The 
cost of fuel is 
still running at 
a lower cost in 
Lansing vs. Tipp City.   We 
would like to encourage all 
drivers, to fuel in Lansing as 
much as possible.  
 
  In today’s economy, being 
conscientious regarding mone-
tary issues, will ensure both 
our personal success as well 
as the company’s success.  

INSPECT INSPECT INSPECT! 
 

A complete vehicle inspection is a critical part of your job as a Profes-
sional Driver. This should be done EVERY time you get into, hook to, 
or drop a piece of equipment. Daily inspections of equipment are re-
quired by Federal Regulation as well as being an NTB Policy. Regard-
less, as a Professional, you should want to ensure that the tractor you are driving 
and the trailer you are pulling, are mechanically sound and safe to operate. You 
have that responsibility to protect yourself, NTB, and others on the road.  
 
Another very important reason is to protect yourself from being charged for equip-
ment damage that you did not do. Too often, a driver will get into a tractor or hook 
to a trailer that has fresh damage on it and not report it. The next driver finds the 
damage and writes it up. Who do you think stands an excellent chance of being 
charged for the damage? YOU! If you damage something, be honest and responsi-
ble; call it in. If you find damage, again, report it and write it up! Protect yourself!! 

ICGW-Ice Mountain Greenwood  
 
When picking up loads from ICGW (Ice Mountain Greenwood, IN) 
please use the CAT scale at the Road Ranger prior to heading to 
your destination; the Road Ranger is at the same exit (Exit 99) as 
ICGW.  As is often the case with water loads, they can be over axle, 
over gross or both.  If you are splitting the load to a Drop Lot, leave a 
copy of the scale receipt with the trailer.  On the receipt include your 
tractor # and how much fuel you have so the next driver can know, 
and if necessary, adjust the weight on the trailer.  Following these 
guidelines not only helps to ensure you are running legal, it also 
helps the next driver feel confident that the load is legal.  Thanks in 
advance for everyone’s cooperation and compliance! 



March Madness Trivia & Fun Facts  

The phrase “March Madness” was coined by Henry V. Porter in 1939…to describe 
an Illinois high school basketball tourney. Brent Musburger first used it during 
NCAA coverage in 1982 causing a legal battle almost as insane as the playoffs. 
But everyone finally worked things out and the madness was official. There isn't a 
good record of who first called the playoffs The Big Dance, but it does describe the 
action. 

The 5 schools who have the winningest history in NCAA Division I Men's basket-
ball are: 

· UCLA with 11 championships; 

· Kentucky who won the March Madness games 7 times; 

· Indiana  with 5 Big Dance victories; 

· North Carolina  outlasted all the other teams 4 times, including their champi-
onship win in 2005, and 

· Duke with 3 titles. 

· There are 8 teams that won twice and others who are trying to reach that goal 
this year... 

Answers 


